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WITHOUT PREJUDICE 

 

CONFIDENTIAL TO SPATA/BISHTA MEMBERS 

 

 

Update on Code of Practice with regard to Legionella (L8) 

 

On Wednesday 26
th
 September I attended a Seminar held to the revisions to L8 in 

terms of both the Code of Practise and more detailed advice.  Among those present 

were not only many people from the Industrial Water Society (now called the Water 

Management Society) as well as many people from the Legionella Control 

Association (the Conference organisers) and senior figures from the HSE including 

Dr Jo Nettleton, Head of Biological Agents Unit of the HSE, John Newbold, Chief 

Insector of the HSE and Paul McDermott. 

 

There was also an interesting discussion on the Edinburgh outbreak, although certain 

things could not be said because the case is sub-judice.  They still have not run down 

the precise location of the outbreak, quite possibly because the press were onto the 

outbreak very quickly and this alerted the owners of the various establishments to 

ensure they did emergency chemical disinfection (using chlorine) and that was 

invariably done before taking a sample.  Not the ideal way to do it scientifically, but, 

of course it does help you stay out of jail, potentially!  

 

With regard to the Stoke outbreak there are going to be some suggestions of further 

improvements which can be made to the advice in Management of Spa Pools, but 

again the report has not yet been completed and the whole matter is sub-judice.  The 

outbreak was very quickly run down due to a well prepared team and it being a rare 

species that was quickly identified as the source and my understanding is that 

prosecutions will follow. 

 

I have no doubt everybody is aware that Pontins were assessed for a fine of half a 

million pounds following a death from Legionnaires’ Disease from a water system 

inadequately maintained in one of their sites (the fine was not actually imposed 

because the company had gone bust in the meantime and the judge did not want to 

penalise the creditors further).   

 

I note that as from 1
st
 October, under new legislation, the HSE will be able to invoice 

companies for work that they have to do as a result of taking enforcement action or 

issuing prohibition notices or carrying out extra inspections etc.  The Chief Inspector 

of the HSE did say this did not mean they would actually be looking to change their 

modus operandi, it was simply that people were going to be charged in future so that 

HSE can recover their costs where a company is at fault. 

 

Generally speaking there are no significant changes proposed to the Code of Practise 

of L8, but there will be additional practical advice in an accompanying volume 

instead of in the L8 publication.   

 

I shall have the opportunity to comment upon the information going in regarding 

spas, which is mainly already in the Management of Spa Pools and the BS 8580 

(Legionella RA). 
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The publication date for the revised L8 is December 2013 and there will be a Public 

Consultation around June 2013 on both the Approved Code of Practice and the 

Advice. 

 

Anyone who wants to make suggestions is reminded that they need to have robust 

science to back up their proposals.   

 

On that subject, one thing I can confirm is that in addition to the 50 ppm of chlorine 

for one hour, at a pH of 7.2 there will be the existing alternative of 20 ppm of 

chlorine for two and a half hours and additionally 10 ppm of chlorine for five hours.  

Please note that this de-chlorination with Sodium Thiosulphate is discouraged in spa 

pools (because of the risk over-shooting!).  

 

There is a new CIBSE publication TM13 coming out in November on minimising the 

risk of Legionnaires’ Disease. 
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